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Overview
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The National Archives and Records Administration 

(NARA) houses the historical, non-current records of 

the U.S. (federal) government.

About 2ï5% of records created are deemed permanent 

(~12.5 billion pages plus electronic records).

Includes records from each branch of government:

Å Executive (e.g., Bureau of Indian Affairs)

Å Judicial (Federal court system, U.S. Supreme Court)

Å Legislative (U.S. Senate, U.S. House of Representatives)
National Archives Building in Washington, DC (Archives 1) 

Research Room Entrance ï700 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
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Records Arrangement

NARA records are arranged by the federal agency or court that created them.

Records are divided into numbered record groups (usually one per agency/office) and then into 

numbered entries or series (usually reflective of a particular activity or function of the agency/office).

Example:

Å Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) records are found in Record Group 85.

Å Record Group 85 includes the series, ñSubject and Policy Files, 1906ï1957ò (Entry A1 9).

Å The Subject and Policy Files are arranged numerically by file number.

Record group and series numbers can be obtained from the National Archives Catalog, from finding 

aids on site, or by writing to our staff.

https://catalog.archives.gov/
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Essential questions to ask when. . .

Å Researching an individual:

Å What was the personôs relationship to the federal government?

Å How (and when) did they interact with a federal agency or court?

Å Researching an event:

Å When did the event occur?

Å Which federal agency or court would have had jurisdiction or otherwise been involved?

Å Researching a place:

Å Was the place ever part of the federal public domain?

Å Researching a court case:

Å Was the case filed in a federal court? If so, which one?
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Archives 1

NHPRC

Center for 

Legislative 

Archives

Textual Records 

(19th-Century)

National Archives 

Museum

Archives 2

Cartographic

Motion Pictures Still Pictures

Electronic Records

Textual Records

(20th-Century)

NPRC/NARA at St. Louis

Military Personnel 

Records (20th-

Century)

Federal Civilian 

Personnel Records

NARA Regional Facilities

Field office records, U.S. 

district court records

Federal Records Centers (FRCs)

Store agenciesô non-current 

records

Federal Register

Publishes Federal 

laws, regulations

Presidential Libraries

Houses records of 

U.S. Presidents since 

Hoover
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NARA Sources

ÅArchives.gov

ÅGuide to Federal Records

ÅNARA Microfilm Catalog

ÅNational Archives Catalog

Ą Free to access from any location

Institutional Partners

ÅAncestry.com ($)

ÅFold3.com ($)

ÅFamilysearch.org (account)

Ą Free to access at NARA facilities
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Archives.gov



9https://www.archives.gov/

https://www.archives.gov/


10https://www.archives.gov/

https://www.archives.gov/


11https://www.archives.gov/research

https://www.archives.gov/research
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https://www.archives.gov/research


13https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy

https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy
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https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy


15https://www.archives.gov/research/census


